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1. Whose authority did the Protestant Reformation 
challenge?

2. Who was hit hardest by the Commercial 
Revolution?

3. How did European Monarchs try to increase their 
power?

4. What are the characteristics of a nation-state?

5. What are the characteristics of Enlightenment 

thinking?

Chapter Questions:

Steps to European Dominance

Renaissance ReformationReformationReformationReformation

Scientific 

Revolution

Commercial Revolution

The Enlightenment

The Printing Press

• With technology from China, Johann 

Gutenberg created the printing press in 
Germany in 1456.

• Led to cheaper, more available books.

• Led to an increase in literacy.

• Growth of knowledge

– religious ideas

– Medicine, science & geography
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The Italian Renaissance

15th century 

• Begins in northern Italy

– Urban, Merchant class

• Secular and Humanist

– Focus on Real Life

– Looking back to classical past

• By 1500 moves north

– France, Netherlands, England, Germany

Realism & Perspective

Perspective!
Perspective!
Perspective!
Perspective!
Perspective!

First use 
of linear 
perspective!

Perspective!
Perspective!

�The Trinity

�Masaccio

�1427

What you are, 
I once was; 
what I am, 
you will 
become.

Classicism & 
Individualism

�Greco-Roman 
influence.

�Secularism.

�Humanism.

�Individualism ���� free 
standing figures.

The “Classical Pose”
Medici “Venus” (1st C.)
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Geometrical Arrangement of Figures

� The Dreyfus 
Madonna 
with the 
Pomegranate

� Leonardo da 
Vinci

� 1469

� The figure as 
architecture!

The Protestant Reformation

• Martin Luther (1483-1546) attacks Roman 

Catholic church practices, 1517

– Indulgences: pardons for charitable donors

• Writes Ninety-Five Theses, rapidly 
reproduced with new printing technology

• Dissent spreads throughout Germany

• Excommunicated by Pope Leo X in 1521

Caricature of Pope Alexander VI Caricature of Pope Alexander VI Caricature of Pope Alexander VI Caricature of Pope Alexander VI 
by Martin Luther, 1545by Martin Luther, 1545by Martin Luther, 1545by Martin Luther, 1545

Caricature of Pope Alexander VI Caricature of Pope Alexander VI Caricature of Pope Alexander VI Caricature of Pope Alexander VI 
by Martin Luther, 1545by Martin Luther, 1545by Martin Luther, 1545by Martin Luther, 1545
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The Demand for Reform

• Luther’s expanded demands

– Close monasteries

– Translate Bible into vernacular

– End authority of priests, especially the Pope

� Presbyter = Councils

• Support for Luther spreads 

– Nobles see opportunities for assertion of local 
control, seize church land

– Merchants see opportunities to engage in 
profitable businesses banned by Church

The Spread of LutheranismThe Spread of LutheranismThe Spread of LutheranismThe Spread of LutheranismThe Spread of LutheranismThe Spread of LutheranismThe Spread of LutheranismThe Spread of Lutheranism

Reform outside Germany

• England: King Henry VIII has conflict with 

Pope over requested divorce

– Anglican church,1560

• Switzerland: John Calvin formalizes 
Protestant teachings 

• Scotland, Netherlands, 

Hungary, the Scandanavian 
countries also experience 

reform movements
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Reformation Europe

The Catholic Reformation

• Council of Trent to discuss reform

– Called by Pope Paul III to end church abuses 
and set up schools 

• Society of Jesus (Jesuits) founded by St. 

Ignatius Loyola 

– Rigorous religious and secular education

– Effective missionaries

� spread Christianity to Asia, Africa and the Americas

Witch Hunts

• Most prominent in regions of tension between 
Catholics and Protestants

• Late 15th century development in belief in Devil 
and human assistants

• 16th-17th centuries approximately 110,000 
people put on trial, some 60,000 put to death

– Vast majority females

– Held accountable for crop failures, miscarriages, etc.

• New England: 234 witches tried, 36 hung
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Punishments for witchcraft 

in 16th-century Germany. 
1508.

Burning of three witches in 

Baden, Switzerland 1585

An image of suspected witches 

being hanged in England, published 
in 1655.

Witches by Hans Baldung 

Grien, Woodcut, 1508

Religious Wars

• Protestants and Roman Catholics fight in 

France (1562-1598)

• 1588 Philip II of Spain attacks England to 

force return to Catholicism

– English destroy Spanish ships by sending 
flaming unmanned ships into the fleet

• Netherlands rebel against Spain, gain 

independence by 1610

The Thirty Years’ War (1618-1645)

• Political, economic issues involved

• No religious authority to mediate disputes

• All of Europe becomes involved in conflict

– Principal battleground: Germany

• Innovations in military technology proceed 
rapidly

• Approximately one-third of German 
population destroyed
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Treaty of Westphalia (1648)

The European States System

• Peace of Westphalia (1648) after Thirty Years’ 
War

• European states to be recognized as sovereign 
and equal

– Religious, other domestic affairs protected

• Balance of Power

The Nation-State Definition

• Common language, culture

– National literature, songs, foods

• Territorial borders

• Common allegiance
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Political Change 

• Absolute Monarchies
� Centralized Monarchy

� Professional Bureaucracy

� Power of Local Nobles limited

� Louis XIV of France the best example

Other absolute monarchs

� Spai, 

� Prussia

� Russia 

� Austria-Hungary

Western Europe under Absolute 
Monarchies

Political Change 

• Parliamentary (Constitutional) Monarchies

– England

� Glorious Revolution

� Civil War

• Parliament triumphant

• Republic

– Netherlands
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The Scientific Revolution

• Catholics believe in Geocentric Theory
– Motionless earth inside nine concentric 

spheres; Heaven as last sphere

• 1543 Copernicus has Heliocentric theory
– Notion of moving Earth challenges Catholic 

doctrine

• Kepler (Germany, 1571-1630) and Galileo 
(Italy, 1564-1642) prove Copernican 
model

"Astronomer Copernicus: Conversation with 
God" painted by Jan Matejko (1872) 

'Galilo facing the Roman 
Inquisition'', 1857 painting 
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Science: The New Authority

• Francis Bacon

• Scientific Method 

• William Harvey

• Circulatory system

• Isaac Newton

Briefly stated, my three laws of 
motion are:

• An object in motion will remain in 
motion unless acted upon by a 

net force. 
• Force equals mass multiplied by 

acceleration. 
• To every action there is an equal 

and opposite reaction. 

Sir Isaac Newton at 46 
in

Godfrey Kneller's 
1689 portrait 

Enlightenment Thought and
Popular Culture

• Scientific Revolution leads to 

Enlightenment

– Scientific methods applied to other fields

• General principles

– People are good

– Reason the answer

– Belief in progress

Descartes challenged 

the idea that new 
knowledge should be 

made to fit existing 

traditional ideas.  He 
believed that reason, 

rather than tradition, 

should be the way to 
discover truth.

Portrait of René Descartes by Frans Hals (1648) 

“I doubt, therefore I 
think, therefore I 

am”
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The Enlightenment

• Trend away from Church doctrine in favor of 
rational thought and scientific analysis

• Center of Enlightenment: France, philosophes

• John Locke (England, 1632-1704)

– Deism:  God does not intervene with nature

John LockeJohn LockeJohn LockeJohn Locke
Believed that:

- All people possess 
natural rights, which 
include life, liberty and 
property.

- People form 
governments to protect 
these rights.
- If a government does 
not protect these rights, 
people have the right to 
overthrow it. 

Went on to inspire: Thomas Jefferson’s writing of the D.O.I. & the French 

revolutionaries!

Baron de MontesquieuBaron de MontesquieuBaron de MontesquieuBaron de Montesquieu

• French thinker of 
the 1700’s who 
wrote that:
– Government 

should be 
divided into 3 
branches

– This separation 
would prevent 
tyranny by 
creating checks 
and balances
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JeanJeanJeanJean----Jacques RousseauJacques RousseauJacques RousseauJacques Rousseau

• French philosopher of the 

1700’s who:
– wrote The Social Contract

– Believed that people are 
naturally good but are corrupted 
by the evils of society

– In forming govt’s, people choose 
to give up their own interests for 
the common good.

– Believed that the majority 
should always work for the 
common good.

Effects of the Enlightenment

• People began to question the status quo.

• Government and church leaders started a 
campaign of censorship

• Many Philosophers were imprisoned; their 
books were banned and burned.

• Enlightenment ideas inspired a sense of 
individualism and personal freedom
– Led to the growth of democracy and a sense 

of nationalism  

– Helped contribute to an age of revolution.

The Commercial Revolution

• The Impact of the World Economy 

– Gold, silver from New World

• Mass consumerism

– Demand outstrips supply: Inflation

• Agriculture

– New crops: Potatoes

– Stockbreeding

• Domestic system

– Households produce finished goods
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Population Growth and Urbanization

• Rapidly growing population due to 

Columbian Exchange

– Improved nutrition

� Role of the potato (considered an aphrodisiac in 
16th and 17th centuries)

� Replaces bread as staple of diet

– Better nutrition reduces susceptibility to 
plague

– Epidemic disease becomes insignificant for 
overall population decline by mid-17th century

Population Growth in Europe
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Early Capitalism

• Private parties offer goods and services on a free 
market

• Own means of production
• Private initiative, not government control

• Supply and demand determines prices
• Banks, stock exchanges develop in early modern 

period
• Joint-Stock Companies (English East India 

Company, VOC)
– Relationship with empire-building

• Medieval guilds discarded in favor of “putting-out” 
system
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Impact of Capitalism on the Social 
Order

• Rural life
– Improved access to manufactured goods

– Increasing opportunities in urban centers 
begins depletion of the rural population

• Serfdom abandoned in western Europe, 
retained in Russia until 19th century

• Nuclear families replace extended families

• Gender changes as women enter income-
earning work force 

Urbanization
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Capitalism and Morality

• Adam Smith (1723-1790) argued that capitalism 
would ultimately improve society as a whole

• Change becomes the norm

– increase poverty and inequality; Rise in crime and 
rebellion

– Increased social mobility; Economic classes more 
important than hereditary titles or military prestige

• European attitudes begin to take on a Feeling of 
superiority


