
1

Chapter

AP* Sixth Edition

World Civilizations
The Global Experience

World Civilizations
The Global Experience

The World Economy

16

The World Economy

I. The West's First Outreach

II. Toward a World Economy

III. Colonial Expansion

1. What was the main reason European exploration 
continued while Chinese exploration did not?

2. How did English, Dutch, and French expeditions 
to the New World compare to those of Spain and 

Portugal?

3. What benefits did British, French, and Dutch 
have over their Spanish and Portuguese rivals?

4. What are some examples of the Columbian 
Exchange?

5. Describe the majority of workers in the early 
period of exploration of the Americas.

Chapter Questions:
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World History Period 4

The Lure to Explore

• Economic

– Wealth from Black Plague

– Imports like porcelain, sugar, spices, slaves

• Cultural
- Christian missionaries 

(Franciscan, Dominican)
- Contacts with Mongols, 

Caliphate

• Political
- Ottoman Turks, Arabs control 
Silk Road, Indian Ocean

Astrolabe

Better Maps 
[Portulan]

Sextant

Compass

Rudder
Watch
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New Weapons TechnologyNew Weapons Technology

Portugal Leads

• Prince Henry the Navigator

– Expeditions along African coast

– 1488, Dias passes Cape of Good Hope

– 1498, da Gama reaches 

India

– 1514, Portuguese go on 

to Indonesia, China

Spain Follows

• Columbus

– To Americas, 1492

• Ferdinand Magellan

– 1519, circumnavigates the 
world, finds Pacific Ocean
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European exploration in the Atlantic 

Ocean, 1486-1498

Map of Magellan’s Voyage

Mercantilism

•Wealth is Gold

•Gold is Limited

•Whoever has the most Gold, Wins
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EARLY ECONOMISTS

MERCANTILISM

Northern European Expeditions

• England, Holland, France take the 

initiative

• 1497, British sail to North America

– Virginia

• 1534, French cross the Atlantic

– Canada

• 1602, Dutch

– New Amsterdam (New York)

Charter Companies

• English East India Trading Company

• Dutch United East India Company

• Privately owned ships with 

many investors

• Government support 

with right to engage in trade, 

build posts, even make war

Exceptionally profitable and an 
Advantage for Dutch and English over 
Portuguese and Spanish government 
expeditions
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The Columbian Exchange

• Named for Christopher Columbus

• Global diffusion:

– Plants and crops

– Animals

– Human populations

– Diseases

• Links between previously independent biological 

zones

• Permanently alters human geography, natural 

environment

The “Columbian Exchange”The “Columbian Exchange”

The “Columbian Exchange”The “Columbian Exchange”
� Squash � Avocado � Peppers � Sweet Potatoes

� Turkey � Pumpkin � Tobacco � Quinine

� Cocoa � Pineapple � Cassava � POTATO

� Peanut � TOMATO � Vanilla � MAIZE

� Syphilis

� Olive � COFFEE BEAN � Banana � Rice

� Onion � Turnip � Honeybee � Barley

� Grape � Peach � SUGAR CANE � Oats

� Citrus Fruits � Pear � Wheat � HORSE

� Cattle � Sheep � Pigs � Smallpox

� Flu � Typhus � Measles � Malaria

� Diptheria � Whooping Cough

� Trinkets

� Liquor

� GUNS
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Food Crops and Animals

• Introduction to European animals to 

Americas

– Horses, cattle, pigs, chickens, etc.

• Introduction of American foods to Europe, 
Asia, Africa

– Maize, potatoes, beans, etc.

• Columbian exchange increases overall 

food supply

World Population Growth
1500-1800 CE
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Epidemic Diseases and Population 
Decline

• Smallpox

– Also measles, diphtheria, whooping cough, 
influenza

• 1519 smallpox in Aztec Empire

– Population declines 90% within 100 years (17 

million to 1.3 million)
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Human Population Movements

Forced labor becomes widespread 

• Initially native forced labor

• Indentured Europeans

• Enslaved Africans

– To South America, North America, Caribbean

• European Pioneers

Spain and Portugal: Explorations 
and Colonies

Colonial Expansion

• The Americas: Loosely Controlled Colonies

–Spain

� West Indies, Central and South America

� Aztec, Incas conquered

• Loosely supervised conquistadors

� Search for gold

• Take tribute rather than conquer

� Administration develops

• along with missionary activity

� Spaniards begin to intermarry with natives and 
slaves
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Cycle of Conquest & 

Colonization

Cycle of Conquest & 

Colonization

Explorers

Official
European
Colony!

Colonial Expansion

• The Americas: Loosely Controlled Colonies

–North America

� From 17th century

� French: Canada, Mississippi

� Dutch, English, Atlantic seaboard

� West Indies, colonized by all three

French, British and Dutch Holdings



10

British and French North America: 
Backwater Colonies

• Different pattern from Latin America

–Religious refugees

–Land grants

• Canada

–French establish estates

� Controlled by state

–Catholic church influential

–1763, French relinquish Canada, Mississippi

British and French North America: 
Backwater Colonies

• Little merging of natives and immigrants

• European-style family

• European economic, political ideas

• Enlightenment ideas popular

How Much World in the World 
Economy?

• Ottoman traders

– along east African coast and in eastern 
Mediterranean

• China uninterested in world economy

–But still remains important to global trade

• Mughal Empire in decline, but open

–British, French move in

• Russia

–Exports grain to the West, explores Siberia


