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World War I

Objectives
• Main causes of World War I 
• Weapons and technology of the war. 
• Causes and effects of United States entry into the war
• The Treaty of Versailles and totalitarianism
• Effect of World War I on European colonies
• Decolonization: colonial strength or Western weakness?
• Social foundations of militant nationalism
• Gandhi  and Indian Nationalism
• Nationalism in the Middle East
• Foundations of the liberation in Africa

Vocabulary

• Archduke Ferdinand

• Western Front

• Eastern Front

• Italian Front
Nicholas II

• Gallipoli

• Armenian genocide

• Submarine warfare.

• Armistice

• Treaty of Versailles: 
League of Nations

• Indian National 
Congress

• Indian Reforms

• Rowlatt Act

• M.K. Gandhi

• Satyagraha

• Mustafa Kemal, Ataturk

• Effendi

• Dinshawi incident

• Wafd Party

• Mandates

• Theodor Hertzl and Zionism

• Balfour Declaration

• W.E.B. Du Bois; Marcus Garvey

• Négritude
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World War I

World War I

I. The Coming of the Great War
II. A World at War
III. Failed Peace and Global Turmoil
IV. The Nationalist Assault on the European 

Colonial Order

The Pursuit of Peace

• In 1896, first modern Olympic games were held.

• Nobel Peace Prize to reward people who worked for 
peace.

• Many Women’s organizations supported pacifism

• In 1899, the Hague Tribunal was set up.

Efforts were underway to end war
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Causes of World War I

MILITARISM or glorifying war was an important cause.

• Expanded armies and navies increased suspicions

ALLIANCES committed countries to defend other nations.

• Distrust led to treaties pledging to defend one another

IMPERIALISM divided European nations.

• Competition for colonies brought countries to the brink of war.

NATIONALISM was a leading cause of tensions.
• Nationalist feelings were strong in Germany and France.
• Pan-Slavism: Russia felt it had a duty to lead and defend all 

Slavic peoples.

1

Militarism

• Growing European rivalries led to an arms race
• The armies of France and Germany doubled 
• Fierce competition between Britain and Germany 

for mastery of the seas. 

The British built the 
Dreadnought , the 

largest battleship 
in the world, in 

1906. 

1

Armies in Europe, 1914
1
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Alliances

• Germany, Italy, and Austria-Hungary were 
part of the Triple Alliance

• Britain, France, and Russia were joined in 
the Triple Entente .

1

European Alliances, 1914
1

Imperialism

• The British Empire extended over five 
continents

• France had control of large areas of 
Africa.

• Germany had entered the scramble late 
and only had small areas of Africa and 
China.
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World Imperialism, 1900
1

Nationalism

• Strong nationalist elements led to the 
unification of Italy and Germany. 

• France was anxious for revenge after 1870 
defeat by Germany

• Different ethnic groups in Austria-Hungary, 
Russia, and the Ottoman Empire wanted 
freedom and independence.

• Russia believed it was protector of all Slavic 
peoples

1

Nationalism and International Rivalries

MILITARISM

ALLIANCES

IMPERIALISM

NATIONALISM
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Nationalism and International Rivalries

MILITARISM

ALLIANCES

IMPERIALISM

NATIONALISM
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What were the four main causes of World 
War I?
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Assassination in Sarajevo
1
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The Western Front

German forces swept through Belgium toward Paris as part of the 
Schlieffen Plan .

Britain entered the war to defend Belgium.

With new weapons like the machine gun and airplane, British and 
French troops defeat Germany in the Battle of the Marne.

.  The battle of the Marne pushed back the German offensive and 
destroyed Germany’s hopes for a quick victory on the Western Front. 

The result was a stalemate, a deadlock where neither side was able to 
defeat the other. Battle lines remained unchanged for four years. 
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World War I Fronts in Europe 
and the Middle East
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World War I Trenches
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German submarine U9 (1914) 

Total War 

Warring nations engaged in total war , 
the channeling of a nation’s entire 
resources into a war effort.

• Both sides set up systems to recruit, arm, transport and supply 
huge fighting forces on land, sea, and air.

• All nations except imposed universal military conscription,
or “the draft.”

• Governments raised taxes, borrowed money, and rationed
food and other products.

• Both sides used propaganda .  
–Propaganda is spreading ideas to promote a cause or to 

damage an opposing cause. 

A Global Conflict

The Allies overran German colonies in 
Africa such as Namibia and Tanganyika .

The great powers turned to their own 
colonies for troops, laborers, and supplies. 

Japan occupied German spheres in 
China .

The Ottoman Empire (Turkey) joined 
the Central Powers.

Arab revolted against Ottoman rule. 

In 1915, Bulgaria joined the Central 
Powers and helped crush Serbia .

EASTERN EUROPE

In August 1914, Russian armies pushed 
into eastern Germany.

After Russia was defeated in the battle of 
Tannenburg, armies in the east fought on 
Russian soil.

SOUTHERN EUROPE

OUTSIDE EUROPE THE COLONIES



11

Women and War

• As men left to fight, women took over 
their jobs and kept production going.

• Many women worked in war industries, 
manufacturing weapons and supplies.

• Women grew food when shortages 
threatened. 

• Some women joined branches of the 
armed forces.

• Women worked as nurses close to the 
front lines. 

3

Women played a critical role in total war:
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Collapsing Morale
• Long casualty lists, food shortages, and the 

failure to win promised victories led to calls 
for peace. 

• As morale collapsed, troops mutinied or 
deserted. 

• In Russia, soldiers left the front to join in a 
revolution back home.  

By 1917, the morale of troops was very low.

3

One of the effects of 
the drop in morale was 

the unofficial 
‘Christmas Truce’ of 

1917

the United States Enters the War

• German Unrestricted 
Submarine Warfare

Zimmerman telegram 
sent by Germany
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The United States enters the War

Campaign to Victory

In 1917, The United States declared war on Germany. 

By 1918, about two million American soldiers had 
joined the Allies on the Western Front.

The Germans launched a huge offensive, pushing the 
Allies back.

The Allies launched a counterattack, driving German 
forces back across France and Germany.

Germany sought an armistice, or agreement to end 
fighting, with the Allies. 

At 11 am, November 11, 1918 , the war ended. 

General John “Blackjack” Pershing

Copyright © 2007 The McGraw-Hill Companies Inc. Permission Required for Reproduction or Display.
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The Costs of War
• More than 8.5 million people died.  

• Famine and Epidemics threatened many regions.

• Across the European continent, homes, farms, factories, roads, and 
churches had been destroyed.

• People everywhere were shaken and disillusioned. 

• Governments had collapsed in Russia, Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the 
Ottoman empire. 

Wilson’s Fourteen Points

•freedom of the seas
• free trade
• arms reductions
• an end to secret treaties
• self-determination
• a “general association of 
nations” to keep the peace
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The Paris Peace Conference
5

The Treaty of Versailles
1. gave full blame for war on Germany

2. imposed huge reparations (payments) on Germany.

3. limited the size of the German military,

4. removed hundreds of miles of territory from Germany,

5. took away German colonies.

6. created the League of Nations to resolve future disputes

German resentment of the 
Treaty of Versailles would lead 
to an even deadlier world war. 

Widespread Dissatisfaction

•Colonized peoples from Africa to the Middle East and 
across Asia were angry that they did not get self-
determination

•Italy was angry because it did not get all the lands 
promised in a  secret treaty with the Allies.

•Japan was angry that western nations refused to honor its 
claims in China or recognize racial equality.

•Russia resented their loss of terrritory and refusal to 
recognize the communist government there

5
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Europe in 1914 and 1920
5
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World War I:  Cause and Effect

Militarism and the Arms Race

Alliance system
Imperialist and economic rivalries
Nationalism

Austria-Hungary’s annexation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand

German invasion of Belgium

Enormous cost in lives and money

Russian Revolution

Creation of new nations in Europe

Germany has to pay money

German lost its overseas colonies

League of Nations

Economic impact of war debts on Europe

Emergence of US and Japan

Growth of nationalism in colonies

Rise of fascism

World War II

Long-Term Causes Immediate Causes

Immediate Effects Long-Term Effects

5
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The Nationalist Assault on the 
European Colonial Order

• Campaigns in Africa, Middle East
– Britain draws on colonial resources
– Indian production stepped up
– Egypt under Martial Law

• Asians, Africans work, serve

• Colonies
– Indigenous personnel given more autonomy, 

opportunity

Nationalist Challenges to Imperialism

• Nationalist movements
• Worldwide patterns

– Leadership of Western-educated elite
– Charismatic leaders
– Nonviolence
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India: The Makings of the Nationalist 
Challenge to the British Raj

• India 
– Indian National Congress, 1885

� Initially loyal to British
� Spurred by racism
� Builds Indian identity

Social Foundations of a Mass 
Movement

• Critique of British rule
– Economic privilege for British
– Indian army used for British interests
– High-paid British officials
– Cash crops push out food production

• Reforms, 1909
– More opportunity for Indians

The Emergence of Gandhi and the 
Spread of the Nationalist Struggle

• Loyal to British at start of war
– But war casualties and costs mount
– Inflation, famine, broken promises, racism
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The Emergence of Gandhi and the 
Spread of the Nationalist Struggle

• Restrictions, 1919
– Civil rights restricted
– Gandhi protests

• Mohandas K. Ghandi
– Nonviolence
– Satyagraha: “truth force”

• Hindu-Muslim Split

The Middle East After
World War I

Copyright © 2007 The McGraw-Hill Companies Inc. Permission Required for Reproduction or Display.
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• Versailles Treaty removes Balkan and Arab provinces, 
allows for European occupation of former territories

• Mustafa Kemal (Atatürk) leads uprising against 
Sultanate, creates Republic of Turkey

• Allies recognize republic in 1923
• Intensely secular government, women’s rights

��
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• Kemal drove Greece from 
Turkey 

• Overthrew the sultanate.  
• Established the Republic of 

Turkey
• The republic’s first 

president and would serve 
in that position until 1938

• Was called Ataturk, 
meaning “father of the 
Turks.”

My name 

is…Mustafa
Kemal

Copyright © 2007 The McGraw-Hill Companies Inc. Permission Required for Reproduction or Display.

• Islamic law replaced with code based 
on European models.  

• The Muslim calendar replaced with the 
Western (Christian) calendar.  

• People were required to wear Western 
dress.  

• Public secular schools and colleges 
were set up. 

• Arabic alphabet replaced with the 
Latin alphabet.  

• Women no longer had to wear veils, 
allowed to vote, could work outside the 
home. 

• Industrialization spread by building 
railroads, roads and factories.

• Under Kemal, Turkey became much 
more prosperous.Kemal and Ismet (The second 

President of Turkey) 

Turkey’s Westernization

War and Nationalist Movements in 
the Middle East

• Zionism, 1897
� Theodore Herzl
� Goal: Reestablish Israel

• Balfour Declaration, 1917
� Arabs and Jews given conflicting 

assurances
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Revolt in Egypt, 1919

• Egypt a British protectorate, 1914
– Martial law
– War drains Egyptian resources

• Denied representation at Versailles
• Wafd Party

– demonstrations

• Independence, 1922
� Suez Canal, 1936

Africa During World War I

The Beginnings of the Liberation 
Struggle in Africa

• General loyalty
• War

– Drains resources
– Western-educated Africans 

gain authority

• Pan-African movement
– Marcus Garvey
– W.E.B. Du Bois

• Paris
– Négritude
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Global Connections:
World War and Global Upheavals

• Consequences
– Europe’s global position undermined
– Europe begins to lose economically to rivals
– Resistance movements gain strength

� Often assisted by Russia


