TSS (Chapters 1-17)

In-Class Writing Quiz  (50 pts) 
Mrs. Crawford

Essay Prompt:

Writers often highlight the values of a culture or a society by using characters who are alienated due to gender, race, class, or creed. In ONE paragraph, show how Mariam’s alienation reveals the surrounding society's assumptions or moral values and how this alienation affects her.

Use this paragraph as a model, but use YOUR OWN examples and analysis. 

SAMPLE: 

Jalil is the main oppressor in A Thousand Splendid Suns, asserting a dominance of gender and class over his illegitimate daughter, Mariam. He has no respect for the lower class, shown through his treatment of his poor maid/mistress Nana, sequestering her from society to keep his good name. He oppresses Mariam as she is the bastard child to a poor mistress of his, whom he sweeps under the rug through an exile to the outskirts of the city. Mariam grows up in a cheap mud hut with Nana, showing an oppression of distance and isolation from “true” society and, more importantly, her siblings. Jalil is a dominant force in terms of wealth and power. The best example of his treatment of Mariam in terms of physical and emotional alienation occurs in Herat, when she comes looking for Jalil: “No one pointed. No one laughed… No one called her a harami. Hardly anyone even looked at her. She was, unexpectedly, marvelously, an ordinary person here”(30).  Mariam’s alienation is obvious; she has no real idea of what the city is like. Her worldview is restricted to the zone in which she was outcast. One unique effect of her alienation from Jalil and society is hope. Having been classified as different for so long, Mariam is confused by the “ordinary” nature she takes on inside the city. In this way, the alienation kind of creates a future for Mariam- to rejoin society and to be normal. That “future” takes the shape of a desire- specifically a reciprocated love from Jalil. The author’s point in providing this perspective is to give an even grimmer descriptor of alienation: that hope can be crushed by the alienator not once but over and over again. Jalil never reciprocates, abandoning Mariam on her birthday. Mariam’s alienation shows not only her crushed hope but also Jalil’s values: an assumption that a person like Mariam—a  should have no future or dreams. He does not think she should really achieve; instead, she should stay in her place, comfortably far from himself.
Mrs. Crawford

Essay Grading: Analysis Rubric

Name: _____________________

8/9 PAPER (45-50 points)
_____Is rich in form and content, marked by stylistic finesse and careful organization and development.

_____Has an engaging opening paragraph.

_____Uses skillful and smooth transitions.

_____Has a strong closing paragraph that is thematically related to the opening.

_____Exhibits phrasing that is tight, fresh, and highly specific.

_____Effectively analyzes how specific rhetorical strategies achieve the writer's purpose.
_____Provides a clear, consistent and authentic voice.

_____Uses accurate and particularly vivid diction.

_____Varies syntax to enhance the essay’s purpose.

_____Has a clear tone that enhances the essay’s purpose.

_____Imparts a feeling of unity and clarity.

_____Fluidly incorporates an ample number of well-chosen quotes as support.
_____Makes the author rise above "the pack" by providing a unique point of view and/or topic.

_____Contains no (or very few) errors in grammar or mechanics.
6/7  PAPER: (35-44 points)
_____Is significantly more than merely competent.  

_____Delivers substantial information.

_____Has a strong opening.  

_____Contains specific points that are logically ordered and unified.

_____Adequately analyzes how specific rhetorical strategies achieve their writer's purpose.
_____Discusses specific strategies and their connection to the essay's purpose with less detail than A papers.
_____Has an authentic, clear voice.

_____Has a closing paragraph that is thematically related to the opening.

_____Transitions are mostly smooth.  

_____Syntax is pleasingly varied.

_____Diction is fairly concise and precise, but not particularly vivid.
_____Incorporates an ample number of well-chosen quotes as support.
_____Few errors in grammar/mechanics.
5 PAPER: (30-34 points)
_____Is generally competent:  meets the minimum terms of the assignment.

_____ Reasonably organized.

 _____Lacks a sense of an authentic voice, often relies on cliches or overused expressions.

 _____Analyzes strategies but the development of these strategies is limited or inconsistent. 

 _____Focus may be unclear or their analysis insufficiently developed. 
 _____Incorporates quotes as support in a limited or awkward way.

 _____A few lapses in diction or syntax may be present, but conveys their writers' ideas more or less clearly.
4 PAPER: (25-30 points)
_____Inadequately responds to the task. 

 _____Analysis of rhetorical strategies and effectiveness is limited in accuracy or purpose. 

 _____Misunderstands purpose OR paraphrases more than analyzes

_____A clear organizational structure may not be fully realized.

_____Actual information often presented as vague generalities.  "Telling not showing."

_____Often lacks specific examples and quotes, or may contain specific examples but not clarifying explanations.

_____Opening does not draw the reader in, closing is merely a perfunctory wrap-up.

_____Often choppy or abrupt; little variation in syntax; diction marred by repetition, redundancy and imprecision.
NOTES:
SCORE: 
