TSS (Chapters 20-51)
In-Class Summative (No Rewrites) Writing Quiz (50 pts) 
Mrs. Crawford

Essay Prompt (Choose ONE):

In ONE PARAGRAPH reveal how Afghanistan’s historical and political occurrences (primarily between 1973 and 2001) parallel the characters’ lives and connect to the meaning of the work as a whole (see sample below).
OR

Past events can affect, positively or negatively, the present activities, attitudes, or values of a character. Write ONE PARAGRAPH in which you show how ONE character's relationship to the past contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole.
Use this paragraph as a model, but use YOUR OWN examples and analysis. 

SAMPLE: 

Despite Laila and Mariam’s initially detrimental relationship, these women create their own alliance in the midst of their everyday battles against Rasheed—an alliance that parallels unexpected coalitions during the Islamic civil war raging in Afghanistan in the early 1990s. With several forces all fighting for power in Afghanistan, coalitions began to unite against other opposing forces: “Early the following year, in January 1994, Dotsum did switch sides. He joined Gulbudding Hekmatyar…Together, they fired on Massoud and Rabbani forces” (253).  Similarly, Laila’s strength and Mariam’s loyalty become more potent when combined.  Although Laila and Mariam initially ignored each other, choosing not to acknowledge the other’s presence, they soon became friends, working together in their household of turmoil: “From that night on, Mariam and Laila did their chores together…[Mariam] was eager for the three cups of chai she and Laila would share in the yard, a nightly ritual now” (251). Laila and Mariam join forces, rallying against Rasheed and his commonplace tirades and beatings; the fruits of their bond (Laila’s escape, reunion with her family, and return to Kabul to teach) support Hosseini’s claim that female alliances can bring change. In particular, the women, despite Mariam’s ultimate sacrifice, transform from “enduring hardship” to working together to rebuild a war-torn country.
Mrs. Crawford

Essay Grading: Analysis Rubric

Name: _____________________

8/9 PAPER (45-50 points)
_____Is rich in form and content, marked by stylistic finesse and careful organization and development.

_____Has an engaging and precise topic sentence that directly answers the prompt.
_____Uses skillful and smooth transitions.

_____Has a strong closing sentence that is thematically related to the opening.

_____Exhibits phrasing that is tight, fresh, and highly specific.

_____Effectively analyzes and connects the past or historical parallel to the author’s theme.
_____Provides a clear, consistent and authentic voice.

_____Uses accurate and particularly vivid diction.

_____Varies syntax to enhance the essay’s purpose.

_____Has a clear tone that enhances the essay’s purpose.

_____Imparts a feeling of unity and clarity.

_____Fluidly incorporates an ample number of well-chosen quotes as support.
_____Makes the author rise above "the pack" by providing a unique point of view and/or topic.

_____Contains no (or very few) errors in grammar or mechanics.
6/7  PAPER: (35-44 points)
_____Is significantly more than merely competent.  

_____Delivers substantial information.

_____Has a strong topic sentence that directly answers the prompt.  

_____Contains specific points that are logically ordered and unified.

_____Adequately analyzes and connects the past or historical parallel to the author’s theme.

_____Discusses specific strategies and their connection to the essay's purpose with less detail than A papers.
_____Has an authentic, clear voice.

_____Has a closing sentence that is thematically related to the opening.

_____Transitions are mostly smooth.  

_____Syntax is pleasingly varied.

_____Diction is fairly concise and precise, but not particularly vivid.
_____Incorporates an ample number of well-chosen quotes as support.
_____Few errors in grammar/mechanics.
5 PAPER: (30-34 points)
_____Is generally competent:  meets the minimum terms of the assignment.

_____ Reasonably organized 
 _____Lacks a sense of an authentic voice, often relies on cliches or overused expressions.

 _____Discusses prompt but does not develop or connect ideas adequately
 _____Focus may be unclear or their analysis insufficiently developed. 
 _____Incorporates quotes as support in a limited or awkward way.

 _____A few lapses in diction or syntax may be present, but conveys their writers' ideas more or less clearly.
4 PAPER: (25-30 points)
_____Inadequately responds to the task. 

 _____Is limited in accuracy or purpose. 

 _____Misunderstands purpose OR paraphrases more than analyzes

_____A clear organizational structure may not be fully realized.

_____Actual information often presented as vague generalities.  "Telling not showing."

_____Often lacks specific examples and quotes, or may contain specific examples but not clarifying explanations.

_____Opening does not draw the reader in, closing is merely a perfunctory wrap-up.

_____Often choppy or abrupt; little variation in syntax; diction marred by repetition, redundancy and imprecision.
NOTES:
SCORE: 
