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Sub Culture Venue Research Paper:
Directions: While many people assume that popular culture is defined by major media, it might equally be claimed that it is created and enjoyed by people in their local cultural environments. First, pick a place with a distinct culture and group of people that regularly “hang out” in this space (literal or digital).  You may be a member or simply an observer of this subculture. When describing this place, address as many of the following questions as you can. In particular, try to depict in your paper the role this subculture has in shaping the larger world culture economically, socially, and/or politically. Is this subculture ultimately advantageous or detrimental? Furthermore, how does this subculture represent particular aspect (s) of human nature? 
MLA Style; Required Length: 6-8 pages (not including Required Work Cited referencing a minimum of 6 sources—primary and secondary)
· What are the characteristic activities of this culture, and with what purpose? 

· How would you characterize the style or charisma of this culture? To what extent is fashion, appearance, or uniformity of dress important? 

· Who participates? 

· Who is excluded from participating and why are they excluded? 

· What common values, beliefs, ideologies, or goals are shared by the participants? 

· What initiations, rites of passage, or rituals are involved? 

· What knowledge or skills are required to participate? 

· What equipment, technologies, or media are necessary? 

· What kinds of hierarchies exist? 

· What mechanisms of control are involved: rules, laws, policing, security? 

· How does this popular culture promote itself? 

· How is it received (appreciated, supported, discouraged) by the surrounding culture? 

· What threats or challenges does this sub-culture face?

Imagine that the audience for your feature is an extended demographic: 15 to 50, male and female, well-educated, culturally sophisticated world citizens who are interested in the vitality of popular culture and curious about the subculture you have chosen to reveal. These readers will be interested in what is often called "local color." Write about your subject with enthusiasm and understanding, and an appropriate degree of skepticism if you feel it is warranted. Humor is welcome. 

Include an image or images which add substantively to your article. Your grade will be based on the quality of your writing and research (interviews or articles—depending on your place), and your ability to communicate insight into your subject.

