Mrs. Crawford 
AP Language and Composition
Then and Now: The Strangers in Your Photos

You have looked at a number of Pulitzer Prize-winning photos and discussed the ability of photography to capture the truth.  Now, I am going to ask you to use a personal photograph to recall your own past. You enjoy the perspective of a person who stands at the boundary of adulthood, one whose childhood, however precious and raw, wonderful and terrible, is now past. You’ve earned a perspective and can use as a catalyst toward articulating it, a picture.
Writing Task:
For this piece you will write a memoir of your own. Like the student examples given (Mr. Lukacs’ past students), yours will relate to a particular photograph or sequence of photographs in which you appear. The images you choose need to lead you (and ultimately your reader) somewhere.

Reflect upon the photo and write, fashion your text. Use details, memories, perceptions, and ideas that can be gathered up and then purposefully arranged. Where do your photos take you? Reach beyond their edges into other rediscovered memories, details, sensations, situations, and moments that have left traces in your head and your heart.

As you plan, write, and rewrite:

· Keep purpose in mind. What do you want the reader to get out of reading your piece?

· Get the words right, diction matters. Choose words that will make a difference as you shape your piece.

· Be particularly mindful of how your piece opens and concludes. What kind of choices have you made in connection with those portions of your essay?

Length: 800-1200 words 

