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The ‘See-Through’ Castle
	To the typical Barnes & Noble customer, the title The Glass Castle implies the physical creation of an extravagant castle. To the rare shopper who delves into a story before purchasing it, The Glass Castle represents an intangible, immaterialized figment of Rex Walls’s imagination. But to Walls’s daughter, Jeannette, the author of this memoir, The Glass Castle symbolizes his many unfulfilled promises—promises that ultimately lead to her disillusionment with Rex’s vacillating, if not vacuous, commitment to their relationship. While Jeannette’s epiphany does not culminate in the blissful invention of a magnificent medieval structure, her realization renders an even ‘happier ending,’ at least according to Fay Weldon. As Jeannette (both metaphorically and ironically) sees through her father’s Glass Castle, she experiences a moral reconciliation; rather than relying on her father, she gains the independence to pursue her own goals. 
	In order to prove Jeannette’s moral reconciliation, we must first examine Jeannette’s initial attitude toward her father Rex. As a young girl, Jeannette possesses complete faith in her father. When Billy labels Rex a drunk, for example, Jeannette’s defense of her father demonstrates her investment in their relationship: “I hated Billy at that moment, I really did. I thought of telling him about binary numbers and the Glass Castle and Venus and all the things that made my dad special and completely different from his dad” (Walls 82). Jeannette’s initial reliance on her father is most notably apparent in “all the things that make [Rex] special.” One such idiosyncrasy is his desire to create the Glass Castle. Because Jeannette groups the Glass Castle with such factual subjects as binary numbers and Venus, it is evident that she fully believes in the reality of her father’s impractical ideal. In other words, Jeannette’s perception of Rex as mutually committed to their relationship is simply an illusion she does not yet recognize. 	Comment by Windows User: Focus on the author’s accomplishment of this task.	Comment by Windows User: Word choice: her perception is not an illusion.
	Despite Jeannette’s initial trust in her father, she becomes increasingly aware of Rex’s selfish negligence. After Rex embezzles his children’s hard-earned money, Jeannette expresses surprise at her father’s greed: “Someone had slashed him apart with a knife and stolen all the money. I knew it was Dad, but at the same time, I couldn’t believe he’d stoop this low” (228). Jeannette’s ostensibly dramatic portrayal of her father as a robber who “slashes [Oz] apart with a knife” conveys her growing understanding of Rex’s true motivations; the strikingly violent connotation inherent in this description insinuates Jeannette’s altered perception of her father. Instead of the paternal figure who teaches her important lessons (i.e. about binary numbers and Venus), Rex now takes on the persona of the inconsiderate and apathetic man he truly is. Interestingly enough, Jeannette’s understanding of her father is further reflected by the fact that she immediately “knew it was Dad.” In essence, Jeannette’s disillusionment with her father sets the stage for her attainment of independence. 
	Years of such opportunistic, insensitive behavior finally result in Jeannette’s vocalization of her liberation from her father’s care. When Rex asks Jeannette if she wants to work on the construction of the Glass Castle, Jeannette’s assertive answer marks her flowering independence: “‘Dad,’ I said, ‘as soon as I finish classes, I’m getting on the next bus out of here. If the buses stop running, I’ll hitchhike. I’ll walk if I have to. Go ahead and build the Glass Castle, but don’t do it for me’” (238). While one may argue that’s Jeannette’s rejection of her father is merely a manifestation of teenage angst, her decision to ultimately leave Welch and liberate herself from the care her parents qualifies her rejection as an act of moral reconciliation. Her eagerness to physically separate herself from her father, which sharply contrasts her earlier dependence on him, mirrors her emotional detachment. By no longer latching onto her father for guidance, Jeannette demonstrates the resolve of an authority figure—not a child who blindly follows her father’s flawed dream of building the Glass Castle. Jeannette’s emphatic response, “don’t do it for me,” especially cements her change into a woman who acknowledges and pursues her own goals rather than those of her father. With these words, therefore, Jeannette’s moral reconciliation is complete; in vocalizing her abandonment of her father, Jeannette fully embraces the independence necessary for self-definition. 	Comment by Windows User: of
Clearly, Jeannette’s discernment of the transparency of Rex’s paternal commitment authorizes her newfound sense of autonomy. But perhaps more importantly, how does she use this independence? Armed with self-awareness and assertiveness, Jeannette is empowered to find a fulfilling companion; she recognizes that Eric “isn’t the right [man] for [her],” instead perceiving the qualities she seeks in John (280). Moreover, Jeannette “leaps” at her editor’s offer for her to become a weekly columnist (270). In other words, Jeannette, presumably due to her father’s capricious nature, now fully understands the importance of stability. While Jeannette Walls may not have escaped her childhood with the tools to build the Glass Castle, she left with an instrument far more beneficial: a mature sense of self. 

8/9 PAPER
___x__Is rich in form and content, marked by stylistic finesse and careful organization and development.
___x__Has an engaging opening paragraph.
___x__Uses skillful and smooth transitions.
___x__Has a strong closing paragraph that is thematically related to the opening.
___x__Exhibits phrasing that is tight, fresh, and highly specific.
___X __Effectively analyzes how specific rhetorical strategies achieve the writer's purpose .
__x___Provides a clear, consistent and authentic voice.
__x___Uses accurate and particularly vivid diction.
__x___Varies syntax to enhance the essay’s purpose.
__x___Has a clear tone that enhances the essay’s purpose.
__x___Imparts a feeling of unity and clarity.
__x___Fluidly incorporates an ample number of well-chosen quotes as support.
_x____Makes the author rise above "the pack" by providing a unique point of view and/or topic.
__x___Contains no (or very few) errors in grammar or mechanics.

6/7  PAPER:
_____Is significantly more than merely competent.  
_____Delivers substantial information.
_____Has a strong opening.  
_____Contains specific points that are logically ordered and unified.
_____Adequately analyzes how specific rhetorical strategies achieve their writer's purpose.
_____Discusses specific strategies and their connection to the essay's purpose with less detail than A papers.
_____Has an authentic, clear voice.
_____Has a closing paragraph that is thematically related to the opening.
_____Transitions are mostly smooth.  
_____Syntax is pleasingly varied.
_____Diction is fairly concise and precise, but not particularly vivid.
_____Incorporates an ample number of well-chosen quotes as support.
_____Few errors in grammar/mechanics.

5 PAPER:
_____Is generally competent:  meets the minimum terms of the assignment.
_____ Reasonably organized.
 _____Lacks a sense of an authentic voice, often relies on cliches or overused expressions.
 _____Analyzes strategies but the development of these strategies is limited or inconsistent. 
 _____Focus may be unclear or their analysis insufficiently developed. 
 _____Incorporates quotes as support in a limited or awkward way.
 _____A few lapses in diction or syntax may be present, but conveys their writers' ideas more or less clearly.

4 PAPER:
_____Inadequately responds to the task. 
 _____Analysis of rhetorical strategies and effectiveness is limited in accuracy or purpose. 
 _____Misunderstands purpose OR paraphrases more than analyzes
_____A clear organizational structure may not be fully realized.
_____Actual information often presented as vague generalities.  "Telling not showing."
_____Often lacks specific examples and quotes, or may contain specific examples but not clarifying explanations.
_____Opening does not draw the reader in, closing is merely a perfunctory wrap-up.
_____Often choppy or abrupt; little variation in syntax; diction marred by repetition, redundancy and imprecision.

NOTES: Andrew, a unique essay—far different even from Connor who wrote on the same book and the same question. You clear yet eloquent analysis works well here to add meaning to the title and the memoir. My only constructive criticism would be to at least acknowledge the positive traits of Rex (there are a few), those making it even more difficult for Jeannette to cast him off as an authority figure.

SCORE: 9, 97

