AP Language						Summer Reading/Summative #1
Mrs. Crawford						“Reading of a Text” Memoir

You have a multitude of memories, and during the past two to three years of high school, you have already tackled a number of writing assignments that have asked you to recount some of the significant and specific events of your past. This year opens with a very focused type of personal essay, a memoir of the experience you had  reading one of your summer reading books.

Why do we feel compelled to write? Sometimes the compulsion comes from outside – a teacher’s assignment, for instance, or a college admissions essay, or a question on a job application. Sometimes the compulsion comes from within – we are wrestling with an idea or feeling extraordinarily important to us, and we feel compelled to put it down into written form, perhaps so that we can fully understand the thought or feeling ourselves, perhaps so that we can communicate the thought or feeling with others. Regardless of the impetus, the challenges that we face when we stare at that blank screen are similar.

First, we have to decide what we will write on – for you, that task is simple, which book will you choose? The choice should be fairly easy – you will choose that summer reading text which most engaged you. Notice I did not say the text you enjoyed the most, or that frustrated you the most, or that you think will most impress your instructor. Which text took you on an intellectual or emotional (are those things totally different? hmmm…) roller coaster? Which text made you forget about the vibrating cellphone, the show you had intended to watch, or the movement of time itself? 

Having chosen the book on which you will write, brainstorm about the “whys” of your choice. What makes the experience of reading this book worthy of reflection? How will your frame the essay so that my eyes (your audience on this first essay) do not glaze over midway through your second paragraph? Where will you insert the tension? The rising action? The surprises? The climax? The denouement? 

You have been told ad nauseum that good writing is specific, filled with memorable images and  pointed phrasing. Can you do that with this essay?

What is your purpose in writing the essay? Do you want to inspire me with your intellectual perseverence? Guilt me for having made you read a book that was a waste of your time? Make me laugh as you record the obstacles you confronted as you completed the reading? Make me cry as you recounted how something in the text revivified a painful experience or troubling idea within you? You need to be conscious of your purpose as you write this essay.

The rest is up to you. The essay should be between 750-1,000 words in length. The word count should be given at the end. Please use proper MLA citation for any works or quotations that you incorporate in your essay.
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