Socratic Seminar Grading Rubric: Importance of Being Earnest
      A Socratic seminar is a motivating form of scholarly discourse based on “essential” open-ended questions.  Consider the following questions before the seminar; think critically, analyze multiple meanings in the text, and express your ideas and opinions with clarity and confidence.

During the seminar, listen attentively and respond to one another with respect.  Before agreeing or disagreeing with a classmate, summarize that classmate’s ideas/opinions, and then express your own with clarity and supporting evidence from the text.

Rubric

1.  Number of comments

· No comments=0 points______

· 1 comment= 5 points   ______

· 2 comments=8 points  ______

· 3 comments=12 points______

· 4 or more comments =15 points______

2.  Quality of points

· no comments=0 points _____

· just repeats others’ ideas=5 points_____

· expresses original ideas=10 points_____

· original, deep comments, new ideas=15 points_____

3.  References to text

· no references=0 points_______

· 1-2 references=8 points______

· 3 references=12 points ______

· 4 or more references=15 points_____

Moderator Rubric (45 pts)

	The moderator encourages peer interaction so that the majority of students speak
	15
	

	The moderator covers discussion of at least eight essential questions
	15
	

	The moderator  refers to specific textual evidence to clarify OR to question audience
	15
	


1. How and why do Lane’s, Jack’s, Algernon’s, Gwendolyn’s, and Lady Bracknell’s views on marriage differ?  Give textual examples.

2. Jack, Algernon, Gwendolen and Lady Bracknell are all from the upper class. What are their value standards? In other words, what are the things they think are important, or "serous"? Give textual examples.
3. List the lies in Act I? What is Bunburying? Is lying easy or difficult for the characters? Give textual examples. 
4. A comedy of manners typically chronicles the foibles (flaws) of the upper classes, with some attention to the lower classes as they interact with the gentry in their roles as servant, tradespeople, and the like.” What are the character flaws satirized in Act I?  For each flaw, provide a supporting quote.
5. Describe Wilde's verbal humor. Give examples of him turning a proverb inside out; using puns and parallelism; creatively trivializing cliche expression—(eg: we live in the age of ideal or divorces are made in heaven).  
6. Is Wilde’s humor in this play just witty jokes or social criticism, or both? Explain using textual evidence.
7. How are Cecily and Ms. Prism different from each other, as is revealed in their conversation in the beginning of Act II? Why would Wilde include this contrast? Explain using textual evidence.
8. In Cecily's conversation with Algernon that follows, we see more of the things Cecily hates or values. What are they?  How and why are Cecily and Algernon similar? Explain using textual evidence.
9. How are Jack's and Algernon's lies revealed in Act 2? How do these men  react to their lies being found out?  Based on these reactions, what could Wilde be saying in this play about the concept of truth?
10. Contrast the town and country using two quotes for each? How and why does Wilde include this contrast?

11. How do Gwendolen and Cecily react to Jack's and Algernon's plan to be christened as Ernest? How do they feel about religious rituals (baptism, christening)? How does this view differ from the way they feel about having the name “Ernest”? Connect the girls’ trivial concerns with Wilde’s social critique of the upper class Victorian society.

12. What does Lady Bracknell's inquiry about Cecily reveal about the former? What is the most important thing that makes her agree with Cecily's marriage to Algernon? 

13. Explain how the ending of the play is farcical (absurd/ ludicrous)? Consider Jack's calling Mr. Prism his mother, and the declaration of love of the three couples.
14. How is the title significant? (For the characters, is it important to be earnest, or be one called Ernest?)
15. The subtitle of the play is A Trivial Comedy for Serious People. What are the superficial or trivial things that are considered serious by the characters? What are the serious things that get trivialized? What, do you think, are the serious problems these characters have? Does the play itself suggest that we should be serious about anything?
16. Do you consider the play "realistic"?  Why and how is it (un-)realistic?  Try to relate the world of the play to our society.  Are there any similarities in terms of values, manners or views of marriage? 
17. In his novel The Picture of Dorian Gray, one of Wilde’s characters says,
"All art is at once surface and symbol.  Those who go beneath the surface do so at their peril (danger).  Those who read the symbol do so at their peril.” Identify the symbol and surface in this play. Explain how a reader could misread this play looking too close at either one. 
  
