English 11 Honors
Mrs. Crawford
Harkness Questions for Gatsby Discussion Chapters 1-4

Criteria for Graded Discussion:
· Contribute 4 times
· Do not merely repeat what has been said by someone else; if you agree with someone else, you should say why and add some of your own analysis of new textual evidence that you have selected
· If you disagree with someone else, explain why and do so tactfully
· Always be ready to paraphrase or quote from the text to support your analysis

Preparation for Graded Discussion:
Choice 1:  Develop an opinion about the following:
a. The motivation of major characters—Gatsby, Daisy, Tom
b. Nick’s assessment of Gatsby and the other characters
c. The title: Is it supposed to be ironic? In what way and to what degree is Gatsby great? Do you think Fitzgerald agrees with Nick’s assessment of Gatsby and other people? Why or why not?
d. Do you think Fitzgerald has any sort of moral or political agenda (that he hopes to change readers’ behaviors or attitudes)?
e. Many critics think of Gatsby as a masterpiece in part because of Fitzgerald’s use of language. Select one textual passage (longish quote) that you think is impressive or profound. You may have some questions about the meaning of the passage but be prepared to offer your own interpretation of it.
f. On a personal level, how did you react to the text? Which character(s) did you like best or most sympathize with and why?
g. What connections can you make between Gatsby and Wolf of Wall Street? Be prepared to explain with paraphrased examples.
Choice 2: Guided Reading Questions


[bookmark: 1]Critical Thinking Questions for The Great Gatsby
1. Daisy and Tom Buchanan live in East Egg. Where is East Egg in relation to the other settings in the novel? Discuss the author’s purpose for intentionally juxtaposing East Egg to other locations in the novel.
2. What is revealed in Jordan’s conversation to Nick about Tom’s phone call at dinner? What does this suggest about gender roles in the 1920s? 
3.	In chapter 2, as Nick and Tom are in the city, he notices the billboard. Describe the eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleberg. What do they represent? What people in the text would be affected by the eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleberg?
4.	Describe in detail the “valley of ashes”. List the characters that live here, and explain its significance in relation to wealth and corruption in Great Gatsby
5.	Why does Fitzgerald use Nick Carraway as the narrator in Great Gatsby? Does it contribute to the overall effectiveness of the novel?
[bookmark: _GoBack]6.	 One social issue invoked in Great Gatsby is that of individuals attempting to attain “The American Dream.” List these individuals and discuss in detail how each of them struggle with this desire.
7.	While Gatsby and Nick are in town, they pass by a hearse in the street. What does the hearse symbolize? What catastrophic event could it possibly foreshadow?
8.	"Whenever you feel like criticizing anyone [ . . . ] just remember that all the people in this world haven't had the advantages you've had" (5). This lesson taught him to "reserve all judgments" of his acquaintances.” This is a quote from Nick Carraway in the beginning of the novel. Why does he offer this disclaimer?
9.	Describe the mansions in West Egg. What do they symbolize in the novel? Fitzgerald clearly draws parallels between geography, social values, and characters. What social values do West Egg, East Egg, New York City, the East, the West, and the Valley of Ashes represent? Which characters are associated with each?
10.	Discuss in detail Gatsby’s “platonic conception”of himself. How does it inevitably lead to his demise?
11.	One of the techniques Fitzgerald uses to develop characters is choosing names that
reflect specific character traits. How do the names of George Wilson, Daisy Fay,
Wolfsheim, and Dan Cody contribute to the development of these characters?
     12. 	Nick assigns the name of “The Great Gatsby” to Jay Gatsby. Fitzgerald assigns the name
to the novel. Discuss the irony of the title. What might be a better title?

