also win medals for mv amazing ability at procrastina-  and I hate jealousy, alhough I have been jealous a dime or two. [
tion. I favor compassion over righreousness, and am  crave Ben & Jerry's Chunky Morxey ice cream like some hero-
addicted to Instant Messenger. [ love James Taylor and the in addicts crave their aext hit. [ wish ['d been eighreen in 1969.
Dave Marthews Band, especially when Dave sings,“You wear [ love to dream big. =2 talk, and o sleep. Most imporeancly, [
nothing but you wear want to go to college.
it so well" I wanr the What situations have influenced me? First. | have never met
best education I can mv father. [ don't know the color of his eves, the smell of his
get and want to con-  cologne, or the reflections in his iaugheer. [ once felt part of me
tinue leamning through-  was missing along wizh the missing knowledge of this man.
out life. [ wish [ could However, [ realize now thar the person | am iz complete and has
understand people beenshaped bv othe: people in xv life whe have treated me
T better, know  berter than [ could have ever deserved.

what makes Also, I am poor. Alzhough mos: people would rzther die than
them laugh, nochave monev. beirz poor has tzught me the value of a dollar.
crv love.and [ know what it is like «when the rent can not be pa:id or the elec-
hare. I am tricity has been cut o [ also know what it is like 0 depend on
Pete Sampras’  the kindness of fami'v. even to the point where one's pride is
biggest fan. I rampled upon and eventually pushed aside.
would rather My life has been harder than many of mv peess’, but [ have
been given so many blessings. [ value my intellect 2nd personali-
v [ value mv raults. My only hope is for opportunity.

s o, just exactly who am [ [ am a hard worker who could  be seen as faithful than Christiza. [ love deeply and honestly

—Jenrsfer Koontz '04
Moorestille, North Carolina
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;s ['belly-danced with her at the nightclub on our first evening in Ankara

{  had made the right decision. But when my friends discovered that I wa be going

i, - " toTurkey with her for a week and a half, they told me I was being ridiculous. They

* Souldn’t believe T would be spending more than a week traveling with anolderw@an,even
though they knew how much I liked her. [ considered their warnings, but in the end ignored

- thiem. I had really been looking forward to the trip, and notl'ungwasgomgtostogmefrmnt
going with her.

As it tumed out, those ten
days [ spent in Turkey with my
grandmother last summer
were some of the most special
of my life. | was able to visit
the country of her birth and
spend time with someone who
has meant so much to me over
the years. My grandmother
has been a crucial figure in my
life, both as a role model and
as a friend... Though I may
never be as perpetually opti-

‘mistic as she, or may never
have the same incredible zest
for life that she has, I at least
have a wonderful role model.
To me, she has the spirit of a
teenager, even though she sdll
often confuses Michael Jordan
and Michael Jackson.

— Eric Weinberger '04
Waban, Massachusetts
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