AP Language and Composition Exam Multiple Choice Overview:
1 Hour of AP Multiple Choice (4 passages that take about 15 minutes each/about 55 questions)

-45% of total score

Types of Questions (from Cliffs AP):
Questions about Rhetoric
Most of the questions on the test are of this type and test your ability to understand how language works in each passage. These questions ask you to analyze the syntax (sentence structure and word order), diction (word choice), point of view, and figurative language and its effects. Your mere recognition of these elements is not enough; you must be able to understand precisely how and why the devices of rhetoric produce particular effects. 

Here are some of the ways this question type may be worded on the test: 

· The shift in point of view has the effect of . . .

· The syntax of lines _____ to _____ serves to . . .

· The second sentence is unified by metaphorical references to . . .

· As lines _____ and _____ are constructed, "_____" is parallel to which of the following?

· The antecedent for "_____" is . . .

Questions about the Author's Meaning and Purpose

These question types also appear frequently on the test. They measure your ability to interpret the author's theme, meaning, or purpose. As with the rhetorical questions, these questions are closely tied to specific word choices; however, now you must determine why the author chooses the wording, not what effect it produces. These questions demonstrate the understanding of the author's thematic reason for choosing certain phrases. 

Here are some of the ways this question type may be worded: 

· Which of the following best identifies the meaning of "_____"?

· Which of the following best describes the author's purpose in the last sentence?

· The author emphasizes "_____" in order to . . .

· The sympathy referred to in line _____ is called "_____" because it . . .

· What is the function of _____ ?

Questions about the Main Idea
These questions also appear quite frequently; they test your understanding of the author's ideas, attitude, and tone. To prepare for these questions, paraphrase everything that you read. First, make yourself practice this skill in writing-literally write down an author's point in a sentence or two. After such practice, you'll be able to do it internally while you read, and you'll have greater comprehension. 
Here are some of the ways these questions may be worded: 

· The theme of the second paragraph is . . .

· The speaker's attitude is best described as one of . . .

· In context, the sentence "_____" is best interpreted as which of the following?

· The atmosphere is one of . . .

· Which of the following would the author be LEAST likely to encourage?

Questions about Organization and Structure

Appearing less frequently than the first three question types, these questions test your ability to perceive how the passage is organized. For example, you need to know if the passage follows a compare/contrast structure or if it gives a definition followed by examples. Other passages may be organized around descriptive statements that then lead to a generalization. These methods are just a few of the ones an author may use to organize ideas. You also need to understand how the structure of the passage works. For example, you must know how one paragraph relates to another paragraph or how a single sentence works within a paragraph. 

Here are some of the ways this question type may be worded: 

· The quotation "_____" signals a shift from . . .

· The speaker's mention of "_____" is appropriate to the development of her argument by . . .

· The type of argument employed by the author is most similar to which of the following?

· The relationship between _____ and _____ is explained primarily by the use of which of the following?

Questions about Rhetorical Modes

You should expect only a few questions of this type on the test. These questions ask you to identify and recognize the various rhetorical modes that authors use. You must know the difference between narration, description, argumentation, and exposition. Understanding why a particular mode is effective for the author's ideas is also helpful. 

Here are some of the ways these questions may be worded: 

· The pattern of exposition exemplified in the passage can best be described as . . .

· The author's use of description is appropriate because . . .

· Which of the following best describes the author's method?

· Because the author uses expository format, he is able to . . .

· The speaker's rhetorical strategy is to . . .

Other Possibilities

Be aware that these question types do not constitute a complete list. You will encounter questions that don't seem to fit into a category. However, by understanding what question types are asked most frequently, you will increase your familiarity with the test and improve your understanding of how to find correct answers. Don't be thrown off balance by questions that don't seem to fall into set categories. 

Some Guidelines for taking AP MC (from Cliffs AP):
For each passage and its set of questions: 

1. Answer easy questions immediately.

2. On more difficult questions, take advantage of being able to mark in your test booklet. As you eliminate an incorrect answer choice from consideration, mark it out in your question booklet.

You could even mark some choices with question marks, signifying that they may be possible answers. This technique will help you avoid reconsidering those choices you've already eliminated and will help you narrow the possible answers. If you've managed to eliminate two or more answers from consideration but still are not sure of the answer, mark a guess answer at this point. If you wish to reconsider these guess answers before you go on to the next set, you'll be able to identify them from the marks you've made eliminating wrong answers.

3. On questions you find very difficult — those on which you cannot eliminate wrong answers, leave the answer blank (but be careful to mark your next answer in the right place on the answer sheet), put a checkmark in the margin next to the question, and go on. Sometimes, consideration of other questions in the set suddenly sheds light on the questions you left blank, and you can then quickly return to it and choose an answer.

Note: You don't have to erase the marks you make in your test booklet. However, don't make extraneous marks on your answer sheet because in machine scoring, such marks can be counted as wrong answers. 

Here are some more suggestions for forming a plan of attack on each passage and set of questions: 

· First, skim the questions which follow the passage (do not read the choices at this time).

· Begin reading the passage as quickly as possible without losing comprehension. Read quickly but actively, marking the few important key points in each paragraph (don't overmark).

· Answer the questions which follow the passage without spending too much time on any difficult questions. Take guesses when you can eliminate two or more wrong answers.

· Mark extremely difficult, "no-guess" questions with a check so that you can quickly return to them.

· Repeat this process with each passage.

