AP Language and Composition Exam Essay Overview:
2 Hours and 15 minutes of AP Multiple Choice (4 passages that take about 15 minutes each/about 55 questions)

-55% of total score

Types of Questions (descriptions are taken from AP Central):
Synthesis (40 minutes + 15 minutes for reading sources)
A variation of the argument essay, the synthesis essay, debuted in 2007. For this essay, you're given six or seven passages. Each passage is approximately 200 to 350 words in length; however, one of the passages is likely to be a visual document, such as a picture, an editorial cartoon, a graph or chart, etc... You will be instructed to read the passages for this essay first, and then open your test booklet to read the essay questions. 
In the synthesis essay, your task is to present an argument that synthesizes information from at least half of the given sources and explores your position on the issues, using appropriate evidence to back up your ideas.
· INTRO: clearly state thesis, be concise but thorough, and contextualize the argument

· Be sure to read entire source packet
· Use sources thoroughly; don’t decontextualize

· Concede to and/or refute obvious opposing viewpoints

· Use at least 3 sources, but you may use more and/or outside information

· Transition smoothly between sources and organize your essay persuasively

· Cite sources correctly:  …..”(Source A).

· Conclusion: Why is this argument important? How does it fit into history? What are the philosophical ramifications?

Argument (40 minutes)
This essay will give you a single excerpt and ask you to form an argument on the validity of the passage's ideas. This topic is similar to the synthesis essay in that it asks you to present an argument, but it differs by having only one source to read. You can defend/challenge/ or qualify (some of both) the argument of the passage. Support your position with examples and ideas from the passage, and add appropriate evidence from your education and knowledge of the world's events. 
· Don’t panic. You know a lot!

· Spend 3-5 minutes assessing what you know about the topic and listing examples that support/refute/qualify

· Choose whether you will support/refute/or qualify depending on the strength of your examples.

· INTRO: clearly state thesis, be concise but thorough, and contextualize the argument

· Organize your examples effectively, conceding to obvious opposing viewpoints

· Use thorough, clear, organized, persuasive, and sophisticated evidence and discussion 

· Conclusion: Why is this argument important? How does it fit into history? What are the philosophical ramifications?

Argument Analysis (40 minutes)
The third essay type requires you to analyze the rhetoric of a passage and understand an author's rhetorical purpose. You'll want to discuss both the author's point and what the author intends the reader to do with it. Although style analysis is indeed one component of this rhetorical analysis, this essay requires that you go beyond style alone and explore the author's ideas in greater depth. You'll want to analyze the breadth of rhetorical strategies the author uses. 
· Read the passage carefully and annotate for claim, rhetorical strategies, organization, and support.

· INTRO: contextualize the passage by identifying the speaker, situation, tone, and audience. Most importantly identify the claim or argument of the passage-if it is multifaceted, address its complexity

· Analyze HOW and WHY the passage makes its claim: include a discussion of the organization of the passage, the evidence or support (you may see statistics, appeals to logos, pathos, or ethos, expert testimony, anecdotal evidence, concessions to opposing viewpoints, charged diction, rhetorical questions, inductive or deductive reasoning, creative syntax, imagery, etc…—it is not so important that you know the label of these rhetorical strategies as you recognize and can state in your own clear words HOW the author is trying to convince you of his/her argument).
· Conclusion: Is the author effective in making this argument (the answer is usually YES!)? Why is this argument important? What are the opposing viewpoints? How does it fit into history? What are the philosophical ramifications? 
