
[bookmark: _GoBack]Crawford
English AP Lang
5 September 2012

Horace once wrote, “Adversity has the effect of eliciting talents which in prosperous circumstances would have lain dormant.”  Everyone has experienced adversity, from single mothers to impoverished subsistence farmers.  Students taking a test know that the pressure and anxiety can actually bring out their best work and heighten their creativity.  The Glass Castle not only demonstrates the beneficial effects of adversity, but also embodies this ideal.  Jeannette Walls grows up in a deeply dysfunctional family, with an alcoholic father and a flighty mother as role models.  She migrates all around the country, from poor mining towns in the West to rural Appalachia.  Her background gives her unlimited reasons and excuses to amount to nothing, but instead, she takes her experiences and insightfully uses them to her advantage.  Jeannette Walls utilizes her refined flexibility, willpower, and resourcefulness to garner success despite her upbringing, therefore proving that adversity evokes talents that would never be discovered otherwise.	Comment by Jaimie Crawford: Don’t repeat the prompt in first sentence; include a unique, engaging opener	Comment by Jaimie Crawford: Effective analogy
Constantly finding herself in harrowing situations, Jeannette learns to adapt to and manipulate any circumstance.  Her financial hardships, parents’ resistance to change, and constant migrating force her to become flexible.  A quick learner, she masters the ability to assimilate into any climate and manipulate her way out of dangerous situations.  When her father prostitutes her to scam money, and she cannot rely on him anymore to get her out of trouble, she must save herself.  She shows the man advancing on her a big burn scar on her torso, subtly implying that she is covered in them, repelling the man.  By assessing the danger, Jeannette manipulates the man into doing what she wants.  In a less physical case, instead of quailing behind her erratic parents when her and her siblings cannot pay for food, she adapts to the adversity by saving money and eating food from the school trash.  Her innate skills for adaptation help her find success in New York, an incredibly different city from the rural towns she grew up in.  Despite such an alien environment, Jeannette blends into her college classes with ease, and then goes on to a thriving career in journalism and writing.	Comment by Jaimie Crawford: Unclear?	Comment by Jaimie Crawford: she
	Without living in a poor and abusive family, Jeannette would never have discovered her intense drive and willpower.  She rejects her predestined life of staying uneducated, poor, and unhealthy, and instead sets a goal to one day get out of those adverse conditions.  She desperately tries to find a way to break free, and discovers an outlet in the school newspaper.  Working as a journalist, she finds a passion that not only keeps her away from her precarious home life, but also gives her something to strive for.  “…Instead of holing up in isolation, [Jeannette] was in touch with the rest of the world,” (pg. 204).  Her insatiable need to escape her life and become successful manifests itself in a thirst for knowledge that motivates her ambition.  Jeannette decides to save enough money to move to New York and find work doing what she loves, and at the same time take herself far away from her parents’ ideals.  Her parents also selfishly refuse to improve their money-guzzling ways. This impoverished financial condition and backwoods living forced her to discover a deep-seated determination in order to succeed and conserve money.  Despite her age, Jeannette labors at a job that barely pays, saving up her money a few dollars at a time.  Her dad has no qualms about stealing that money; however, Jeannette does not relinquish control of her money, and therefore her life, and tenaciously hoards her revenue.  Her determination swelled to a force of incredible power, and despite the odds, she saves enough to move to New York and find the success she dreamed of.  Without growing up in such disadvantageous conditions, both financially and in safety, Jeannette would never have found an innate, intense willpower. If everything were just handed to her without sacrifice, there would never even be a need to develop such talent for perseverance.	Comment by Jaimie Crawford: 	Comment by Jaimie Crawford: s
	With such little resources around her, Jeannette finds an essential talent to create something out of nothing.  Her resourcefulness helps propel her to success; she learns at an early age to develop imagination and inventiveness.  Financial hardships and detrimental family relationships create an extra hurdle, blocking her path to accomplishment and happiness.  Unable to make ends meet, her parents cannot obtain dental healthcare, so Jeannette fashions braces out of bits of wire and rubber bands.  She “bent a metal coat hanger into a horseshoe shape,” and “curled the two ends outward, so when the coat hanger was around [her] head, the ends angled…” (pg. 201).  This incredible, ingenious feat demonstrates her ability to construct anything she wants.   No child born into a successful, wealthy family would ever have to use such resourcefulness in this extreme.  Her plight hones this skill at an early age.  She learns to mold what she needs out of nothing, and conserve what she does have.  Resourcefulness becomes key later in life as she must find ways to acquire a career and money, that eventually lead to her new life in New York.  She also utilizes her poor family relationships, not just as an opportunity for resourcefulness, but also as an example, demonstrating her ability to exploit anything.  Her father gambles and cares less about his daughter’s safety than the price of his next beer.  Jeannette vows never to marry someone like him, and uses him as a paragon of everything she did not want in her husband.  Eventually, she finds a stable home with a man who she can depend on, a foil of her father.  She understands that she would never reach the life she wants if she follows in her parents’ footsteps, and uses that knowledge to her advantage.  She even exploits that past by writing a profitable and widely renowned book about it.  Not only does her background bring out her ability to utilize what resources she has to its’ full capacity, but she also utilizes her experiences to reach a stable and happy life.	Comment by Jaimie Crawford: use “few” for countable	Comment by Jaimie Crawford: no “pg” in MLA
	Much like the book When I Was Puerto Rican, The Glass Castle weaves the memories of a girl who shapes her hardships into a lesson: adversity of all types can bring out innate qualities for success that would otherwise remain undiscovered.  Instead of a girl who moves with her family from Puerto Rico to the United States, however, Jeannette Walls moves to New York of her own volition and achieves not just financial stability but happiness.  While these examples show the power of seizing opportunity to turn a bad situation into a learning experience, not everyone makes it through poverty and abuse in tact.  Jeannette’s sister Maureen could not stand to live self-sufficiently, and stabbed her mother.  This instance does not disprove Horace’s quote or the point of the book, however, because Maureen did not have the ability to extract such talents like resourcefulness and determination from her psyche.  While adversity certainly brings out innate abilities, like Jeannette’s ambition, it cannot become a tool for success if one does not have the motivation to try. Jeannette rebels from her parents’ biased opinions and contradictions of social norms.  She molds her horrible experiences into a tool to escape from that life, proving that hardships can bring out character growth unrestrained from the confines of a secure life. 	Comment by Jaimie Crawford: yes! Effective qualification

Mrs. Crawford
Essay Grading: AP Language Argument Rubric 

AN 8-9 PAPER:
_____Is rich in form and content, marked by stylistic finesse.
_____Displays careful organization and development.
_____Has an engaging opening paragraph.
_____Uses skillful and smooth transitions.
_____Has a strong closing paragraph that is thematically related to the opening.
_____Exhibits phrasing that is tight, fresh, and highly specific.
_____Persuasively defends, challenges,or qualifies the argument
_____Presents carefully reasoned argument using appropriate evidence from sources cited or referenced
_____Provides a clear, consistent and authentic voice.
_____Uses accurate and particularly vivid diction.
_____Varies syntax to enhance the essay’s purpose.
_____Has a clear tone that enhances the essay’s purpose.
_____Imparts a feeling of unity and clarity.
_____Makes the author rise above "the pack" by providing a unique point of view and/or topic.
_____Contains no (or very few) errors in grammar or mechanics.
A 6-7 PAPER:
_____Is significantly more than merely competent.  
_____Delivers substantial information.
_____Has a strong opening.  
_____Contains specific points that are logically ordered and unified.
_____Adequately defends, challenges, or qualifies the argument
_____Presents a reasoned argument using appropriate evidence in less specific detail than 8/9 papers
_____Has an authentic, clear voice.
_____Has a closing paragraph that is thematically related to the opening.
_____Transitions are mostly smooth.  
_____Syntax is pleasingly varied.
_____Diction is fairly concise and precise, but not particularly vivid.
_____Few errors in grammar/mechanics.
A 5 PAPER:
_____Is generally competent:  meets the minimum terms of the assignment.
_____ Reasonably organized.
 _____Lacks a sense of an authentic voice, often relies on cliches or overused expressions.
_____ Defends, challenges, or qualifies the argument. 
 _____Focus may be unclear or argument insufficiently developed. 
 _____A few lapses in diction or syntax may be present, but conveys their writers' ideas more or less clearly. 
A 4 PAPER:
_____Inadequately respond to the task. 
 ____ Misunderstands, misrepresents, or oversimplifies the argument
_____A clear organizational structure may not be fully realized.
_____Actual information often presented as vague generalities.  
_____Often lacks specific examples, or may contain specific examples but not clarifying explanations.
_____Opening does not draw the reader in, closing is merely a perfunctory wrap-up.
_____Demonstrates a beginning awareness of transitions between paragraphs, often choppy or abrupt.
_____Little variation in syntax:  predictable, repetitive, choppy sentences.
_____Diction occasionally marred by repetition, redundancy, and imprecision.
_____Relatively free of serious grammatical/mechanical errors.

NOTES:

SCORE:9/97  Your writing is clear and accurate in style and content, utilizing parallelism and sophisticated syntax while simultaneously being direct and engaging. Your direct connection between adversity and talents is the best I’ve seen in both AP classes . I need you as a Writing Center tutor 

	
