AP Argument Review
1. Read the AP Lang Arugment (3rd question for 2001). This argument prompt states, "Carefully read the following passage by Susan Sontag. Then write an essay in which you support, refute, or qualify Sontag's claim that photography limits our understanding of the world. Use appropriate evidence to develop your argument." Then, read the Sontag passage, a provocative and somewhat cryptic three-paragraph excerpt from On Photography. 

2. Read the following “tips from AP readers”
Key to Success
Perhaps the single most important key to success on an AP Exam is the student's ability to see that the prompt identifies a task to be performed. Students who were successful on Question Three recognized key words in the prompt and were able to determine the task they were being asked to do. 
Claim and Argument
This question was not merely an invitation to write discursively on the subject of photography. The word "claim" in the prompt should have alerted students to the need for writing in argumentative form. This point was reinforced by the explicit mention of "argument" in the last sentence. The question requires that students understand what an argument is and know how to construct one. 
Support, Refute, or Qualify
The words "support, refute, or qualify" are technical terms that were not decoded in the question. Students need to know and need to have practiced these forms of argument during the term. (Some students misunderstood "qualify"; for example, "Sontag is not qualified to talk about photography.") In addition, these three words should signal to students that taking a position, even if a qualified one, is essential. 
Evidence and Develop
The word "evidence" is also important. Students need to know not only what constitutes evidence, but the difference between evidence and example. Even "develop" conveyed important signals -- their argument needed to move forward; they couldn't just make one little point and assume they were developing it by adding six redundant illustrations. 
3. Identify Sontag’s claim and 3 goals (subpoints).

4. Take a side (support, refute, qualify) EACH of these 3 goals.

5. Provide ample 3 examples supporting or refuting EACH of these 3 goals.

6. Write a body paragraph in which you support, refute, or qualify ONE of these claims (subpoint).

Sample Argument Paragraph:

1. TOPIC SENTENCE should support of refute a claim and then provide a warrant (reason why): 
Winebaum says that what makes one human is our ability to choose. The ability to reason is essential to humanity, otherwise, biologically, we would just be animals on Earth. 
2. 5-8 supporting ideas:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Early humans reasoned that it was better to stay warm than to freeze to death, so they learned to maintain fires.(1) Man then chose to eat meat and grow strong, so humanity fastened spears and bows to take down mammoths. (2) Man then chose to protect from war and wear armor, to escape darkness and create the light bulb, to communicate quickly and use the telephone. (3) Where would Berry say technology went too far? Man wished to travel great distance, and made the plane, to live in comfort and create air conditioning, and then to destroy his enemies, and create the atomic bomb. (4,5,6) Has technology gone too far yet? Who would give up modern conveniences like the refrigerator, the car, or the laptop or cell phone? Barry claims that technology is a malevolent force, motivated only by greed, myopic vision, and power. He is wrong. Instead, men have harvested technology for centuries in order to improve the lives of the masses.

