English 12
Then and Now: The Strangers in Your Photos

We change. Constantly. The Roman poet/philosopher Heraclitus famously wrote that none of us puts our foot in the same river twice. Modern physics has taught us that we can’t even put the same foot in any river twice! What is always interesting, and often rewarding, is to examine how we have changed, to consider why we have changed, and, perhaps, thoughtfully consider the quality of the change (is it for better or a bit of both?) . 
I can dimly recall my early childhood; my teenage years come back to me in an erratic sequence of seemingly unconnected images and memories; my twenties/thirties/and forties (particularly the latter two decades) have begun to glom together. I can clearly see that, in many way, who I once was I am no longer.
Unlike me, you cannot look back on multiple decades of your life. However, you do enjoy the perspective of a person who stands at the boundary of adulthood, one whose childhood, however precious and raw, wonderful and terrible, is now past. You’ve earned the right to have a perspective.
Writing Task:
For this piece you will write a personal piece that is actually a comparison/contrast essay. Like Murray’s piece and the student examples given, yours will relate to a particular photograph in which you appear. The image you choose needs to lead you (and ultimately your reader) to an understanding of a significant change has occurred between the then of when the picture was taken and the now as you stare at that image.
Choose your photo:

· Reflect upon the photo. Where does your photo take you? Reach beyond its edges into other rediscovered memories, details, sensations, situations, and moments that have left traces in your head and your heart. Do you recognize the you that you see in the photo? In what ways might she/he be familiar? In what ways “a stranger”?
· Can the photo serve as a catalyst for an extended self-examination in which you make your reader understand that a significant personal change has occurred?

As you plan, write, and rewrite:
· Keep purpose in mind. What do you want the reader to get out of reading your piece?

· Remember that specifics make a piece of writing effective. The two “texts” that you are comparing are the person you once were and the person you now are. You need to make those two separate people (and the worlds that they lived in) unmistakably real to your reader.

· Get the words right, diction matters. Choose words that will make a difference as you shape your piece.

· Be particularly mindful of how your piece opens and concludes. What kind of choices have you made in connection with those portions of your essay?

Length: 800-1200 words (no more, no less) 
DUE:  no later than ________.
WORD COUNT MUST BE GIVEN AT END OF ESSAY!

