
College Essay Assignment
Mrs. Crawford


Here are the five prompts for the 2013-14 common application. Choose one, brainstorm, draft, and compose your essay. You will be graded using the 6-trait rubric posted below. Remember the college essay acronym: S-pecific, U-nique, P-ersonal, E-liminate unnecessary verbage, R-ewrite again and again.

1.  Some students have a background or story that is so central to their identity that they believe their application would be incomplete without it.  If this sounds like you, then please share your story.
1. Recount an incident when you experienced failure.  How did it affect you, and what lessons did you learn?
1. Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea.  What prompted you to act?  Would you make the same decision again?
1. Describe a place or environment where you are perfectly content.  What do you do or experience there, and why is it meaningful to you?
1. Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal, that marked your transition from childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family. 

The Common Application will be placing a limit of 650 words for the “personal statement” essay with the caveat that 650 words is the limit, not the goal. The application will not accept a response shorter than 250 words.  

Students are instructed to write clearly and concisely on a selected topic that “helps you distinguish yourself in your own voice” and enables “readers of your application to know you apart from courses, grades, and test scores” using the prompt “to inspire and structure your response”.  



Essay Grading Rubric

 Idea			5			Word			5
Development		4			Choice			4
			3						3
			2						2
			1						1



Voice			5			Sentence		5
			4			Fluency			4		
			3						3
			2						2
			1						1

	

Organization		5			Conventions		5
			4						4
			3						3
			2						2
			1						1


Total Points -  _____


Grade Ranges:  		97, A+ = 28,29, 30
			93, A   = 26, 27
			87, A- = 25
			83, B+ = 24
			80, B =  23
			77, B- = 22
			73, C+ = 21
			70, C = 19, 20
			67, C- = 18
			F = 17 or below
[bookmark: _GoBack]			6 Trait Scoring Guide
	Ideas: The heart, main idea, or thesis of the text; refers to the details, examples, or images that develop and support the main idea
	Organization: The internal structure of ideas. Effective organization begins with a purposeful lead and moves to a logical conclusion.
	Voice: You hear the writer’s heart and soul, conviction and wit; the text has energy and connects you to both writing and the writer.

	5.  This paper is clear and focused. It holds the reader's    attention. Relevant anecdotes and details 
O     The topic is narrow and manageable.
O     Details are relevant, vivid, and accurate
O     Point is clear, tells whole story, no trivia
O     Details support the paper’s main idea
O     Ideas engage, inspire, or intrigue reader
	5.  Order compels, enhances, and moves ideas
O    Introduction intrigues, invites, conclusion resolves
O    Thoughtful transitions show how ideas connect
O    Sequencing is logical and effective
O    Pacing is well controlled and purposeful
O    Organization flows smoothly, matches purpose
	5. Writing is compelling, engaging, aware of audience
O    Tone is interesting and appropriate for audience and
        the purpose
O    Author’s presence is evident, powerful
O    Expository writing is committed, persuasive
O    Narrative writing is honest, engaging, personal

	4. This paper is clear and generally focused. The idea
is considerably developed.
O   The topic is somewhat narrow
O   Support is clear but a bit obvious
O   Insightful generalizations, but little support
      through detail  
O    Interesting ideas often go only half developed
O    Details tantalize, but don’t fully deliver
	4. There is a clear sense of order that the reader can generally recognize
O    The introduction and/or conclusion is satisfying but
       not fully developed
O   There is a clear but sometimes questionable logic to 
      paragraphs
O   Pacing is uneven, but generally effective
O    Transitions effective but a bit obvious
	4. Writing occasionally awakens genuine reader interest
O    Tone is often interesting, but sometimes runs a bit
       contrary to purpose
O    Author’s presence comes and goes
O    Expository writing shows intermittent engagement
O    Narrative writing comes alive in bursts

	3.  The writer is beginning to define the topic, even though development is still basic or general. 
O      The topic is fairly broad.
O      Details are loosely related, obvious, or dull
O      Point vague, gives general idea, incomplete
O      Details provide weak support for main idea
O      Ideas leave reader guessing, not specific
	3.  The organizational structure is strong enough to move the reader through the text without too much confusion.
O    Introduction and conclusion are evident, weak
O    Transitions work , but connections are vague
O    Sequencing shows some logic, but lacks control
O    Pacing is inconsistent, but fairly well controlled
O    Organization shows limited support, inappropriate
	3. Writing seems sincere, but not engaged, it’s plain
O     Tone is nondescript, shows limited awareness of
        audience,not very appropriate for purpose
O     Author sounds earnest and pleasing, but safe
O     Expository writing shows minimal commitment
O     Narrative writing is reasonably sincere but plain

	Key Question: Did the writer stay focused and share
original and fresh information or perspective about the
topic?
	Key Question: Does the organizational structure enhance the ideas and make it easier to understand?
	Key Question: Would you keep reading this piece if it were longer?



	Word Choice:The right word, used in the right way, at the right time. The writer chooses words that create the intended effect. Impression or mood.
	Sentence Fluency: Language that flows with rhythm and grace, logic and music. Sentences are well-crafted and want to be read aloud.
	Conventions: Includes punctuation, spelling, grammar, and usage. It does not include layout or formatting. The final editing phase.


	5. Words are precise, interesting, engaging, powerful
O    Words are specific, accurate; meaning is clear
O    Words and phrases are striking and memorable.
O    Language is natural, effective, and appropriate
O    Verbs are lively, nouns precise, modifiers effective
O    Choices enhance and clarify meaning
	5.  Language flows with rhythm and cadence. Elegant
O    Sentences are constructed  to enhance meaning
O     Sentencses vary in length and structure
O    Sentences use purposeful, varied beginnings
O    Connecting words join and build on other words
O    Writing has a cadence; it moves; has a music to it
	5.  Observes and uses standard conventions; few errors
O   Spelling is mostly correct, even on difficult words
O    Punctuation is accurate, even creative and effective
O    Capitalization skills are evident and consistent
O    Grammar and usage are correct and enhance the text
O    Paragraphing is sound, reinforces organization

	4. Words sometimes sparkle, sometimes seem flat
O    Word choice generally shows thoughtful consider-
       ation.
O   Some words sparkle, others seem slightly awkward
O   Some images are clear, others fuzzy
O   Verbs stand out, but some choices are questionable





           
	4.  The writing moves easily, but has an occasional stumble.
O     Sentence structure generally promotes meaning
O    There is usually a variety of sentence lengths in
       every paragraph
O   Transition words generally serve to guide us
      through the sentences
O   Many sentences, perhaps an entire paragraph, deserve
      to be read aloud
O   There are many varied and smooth beginnings 

	4. Good control, but an occasional error
O   Spelling is mostly correct, even on difficult words
O   Capitalization correct or justifiable
O   A few rare grammar slips
O  Writer’s manipulation of conventions sometimes falls
     short or backfires.
O   Paragraphing sometimes seems sloppy

	3. Words are common and obvious; they lack energy
O    Words are adequate and correct in a general sense
O    Words and phrases convey, but aren’t memorable
O     Language reaches for color; thesaurus overload
O    Verbs are passive, nouns common, modifiers dull
O    WC choices are random; 1st word that came to mind
	3. Writing moves along but feels more business-like
O    Sentences are routine; they lack craft and music
O    Sentences are usually constructed correctly
O    Sentences are not all alike; there is some variety
O    Connecting words absent, reader hunts for clues
O    Parts invite reading aloud; choppy, awkward, stiff
	3. Reasonable control of conventions, distracting errors
O   Spelling mostly correct, errors on difficult words
O   End punctuation mostly correct; internal errors
O   Capitalization generally correct; some errors
O   Grammar and usage problems are not serious
O   Paragraphing lacks cohesion and organization

	Key Question: Do the words and phrases create vivid
pictures and linger in your mind?
	Key Question: Can you FEEL the words and phrases flow together as you read it aloud?
	Key Question: How much editing would have to be done to be ready to share with an outside source?






