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PERIOD IV Global Interactions 
HISTORICAL PERIOD CONTENT OBJECTIVES 

1450 CE – 1750 CE 
Global Interactions 

Key Concepts: 
4.1     Globalizing Networks of  

          Communication and Exchange  

4.2     New Forms of Social Organization  

         and Modes of Production  

4.3    Types and Varieties of Colonialism 

          and Empire 

 

Topics for Overview include: 

• Ming and Qing Rule in China 

• Japanese Shogunates 

• Continued Spread of Belief Systems 

 

Special Focus: 

Three Islamic Empires:  

     Ottoman, Safavid, Mughal 

Cross-Cultural Interaction:  

     the Columbian Exchange 

The Atlantic Slave Trade 

Changes in Western Europe: 

     roots of the “Rise of the West” 

READINGS  

Stearns: The Global Experience, 

--Chapters 16-22 

 

World History in Documents 

I. The Transformation of Europe (Stearns, Chap. 16-17) 

A. Fragmentation of Western Christendom 

1. Reformation 

2. Martin Luther 

B. Consolidation of Sovereign States 

C. Early Capitalist Society 

D. Science and Enlightenment 

 

II. Russian Empire in Europe and Asia (Stearns, Chap. 18) 

A. Foundations of the Absolutist State 

1. Peter the Great 

2. Catherine the Great 

B. Westernization and Empire 

C. A Society in Transition; Cultural Clashes 

 

III. Africa in the Atlantic Age (Stearns, Chap. 19-20) 

A. Forest Kingdoms, Sahel Empires 

B. The Slave Trade links continents 

C. Early American colonial societies 

D. American settler colonies 

 

IV. Islamic Gunpowder Empires (Stearns, Chap. 21) 

A. Mughals, Safavids, and Ottomans 

B. Imperial Islamic Societies 

C. Empires in Transition 
 

V. Trade and Change in Asia (Stearns, Chap. 22) 

A. Quest for Political Stability 

B. Economic and Social Changes 

C. Confucian Tradition and New Influences 

D. Tokugawa Japan and Portugal 

E. Southeast Asia and the Dutch 

Essential Questions: 
1. What are changes and continuities in this period? 

2. How did the world shift from an Asian centered economy to 

a global economy? 

3. How did the Columbian Exchange shape the world market? 

4. How did the forced labor systems reflect the time and 

society they took place in? 

5. How did the intellectual developments in China and Europe 

shape their futures? 

6. What intellectual & social movements fragmented 

Christendom & transformed Europe? 

7. What economic, political, & cultural interactions occurred 

among the world’s peoples? 

8. What transformations occurred because of European 

expansion? 

9. What were the major global trends during this era? 

10. How did “absolutist” monarchs centralize their power and 

transform their states? 

11. Why did capitalism and mercantilism clash? 

12. How and why did state and political structures evolve 

during this period? 
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