
Social Studies Presentation and Discussion Rubric 

The following rubric will be used for all Social Studies oral assignments.  Such assignments 
include debates, oral presentations or any classroom discussions we may have.   The objective of 
these assignments is to familiarize the student with the accepted and proper way to verbally 
communicate and persuade.  The emphasis of any assignment should be an accurate and concise 

analysis of the question or issue at hand.  Student opinions are desired and encouraged but should be backed up with facts and 
citations when necessary.  

If there is any question about the rubric, or you do not understand an assignment, PLEASE ask the teacher before the 
presentation is due.  Classroom discussions and debates will be a constant this year.  It is hoped that every student leaves this 
class with a strong foundation in public speaking and the confidence to engage others in thoughtful and meaningful 
discussion. 

Grade 5 4 3 2 1 
Personal 
Appearance 

Neat and proper – 
shirt tucked in, 
wearing a belt, 
hair well kept.  
Full uniform 
compliance. 

Neatly dressed, 
slight faults (shirt 
untucked, etc.). 
Uniform 
compliance with 
some liberties 
taken. 

Dressed but not 
neatly (wrinkles, 
missing a belt, 
etc.). Not 
adhering to 
uniform 
standards. 

No thought given 
to looks – messy 
clothes and not 
adhering to 
uniform 
standards. 

Out of uniform and 
sloppy visual 
appearance. 

Content Material 
presented 
demonstrates 
complete 
understanding of 
topic – several 
details provided. 

Material 
presented 
demonstrates 
thorough 
understanding of 
topic – some 
details provided. 

Adequate 
understanding 
demonstrated – 
some details 
provided but not 
the key ones 
relevant to topic 
at hand. 

Lacks 
understanding and 
clarity – few or no 
details provided – 
details are wrong 
for question 
asked. 

No details given – 
no understanding of 
topic. 

Analysis Complete 
analysis given, 
supporting facts 
provided.  Unique 
ideas presented 
and defended 
alongside 
traditional 
interpretations. 

Partial analysis 
given with 
supporting facts 
provided.  
Traditional 
interpretation 
given with 
supporting facts. 

Traditional 
analysis and 
interpretation 
(textbook).  No 
unique insights 
provided. 

Incomplete 
traditional 
analysis – 
incorrect facts 
cited, or none 
given, in support 
of analysis. 

No analysis 
provided. 

Clarity Assignment is 
concise and 
adheres to the 
conditions listed 
(length, style, 
etc.) in the 
question. 

Assignment is 
slightly longer 
than it could have 
been for the 
question asked. 

Assignment lacks 
focus but 
demonstrates 
understanding of 
question asked. 

Assignment 
difficult to follow 
and demonstrates 
a lack of 
understanding as 
to question asked. 

Assignment is too 
difficult to follow. 

Mechanics Acceptable 
volume, everyone 
could hear and 
good diction used 
– complete 
citations 
provided.  

Acceptable 
volume with 
occasional, 
infrequent dips, 
slight diction 
faults –partial 
citations given. 

Generally 
understood but 
lacks volume 
control and 
diction –
incomplete, 
partial citations 
given. 

Trouble hearing 
or understanding 
presentation – no 
citations given. 

Unable to be heard 
or understood – no 
citations given. 

 


